150                 The MahaWiarata : A Criticism.
message of peace. The crafty son-loving monarch
affected deep concern for the welfare of the world and
appealed to Yudhishthira's righteousness and love for
humanity, saying that it was expected of his goodness
that he would rather live by begging (not in his king-
dom but in the country of Drupada and the Yadavas)
than go to war and be the cause of a terrible destruc-
tion of human life. The reply of Yudhishthira has
been finely conceived and was eloquent and full of
his sentiment of love for mankind. He threw himself
entirely at the mercy of Dhritarashtra, who had brought
the Pandavas up from their childhood and who had
himself given them a kingdom to rule. He ended by
saying that he would be content with five villages
even, one for each brother, but firmly added that
he was prepared for both peace and wan When San-
jaya delivered the reply in council Dtiryodhana
thought that the Pandavas were afraid of his vast
army and treated the reply with contempt.
The Pandavas now on their side decided to send
Shrikrishna as a messenger of peace* They expected
that his high position and his power of persuasion would
enable him to effect a reconciliation between the con-
tending parties. Each of the five brothers charged Shri-
krishna with a separate message, but all were for peace,
though not peace at any price. Their queen however
was not satisfied. With tears flowing copiously down
her cheeks she showed Shrikrishna her still unbraided
hair by which she had been dragged almost naked to
the council hall and wondered how her husbands, how
Bhima particularly, Bhima her ever ready champion,